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Press release 

2020 Pre-Season Testing – Week 1, Day 2 
Barcelona, 20th February 2020 – Kimi Räikkönen topped the timesheets on the second 

day of testing at the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, the Finn taking the wheel of the 

Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN C39 for the first time since the car’s shakedown last week.  

Testing times mean little (although we’d take a P1 over other positions, thank you very 

much), with the focus of the team being on discovering the potential of its 2020 

contender. With three of the drivers on the team’s books having now tested the C39, 

the engineers at the track and back in Hinwil will have their hands full with interpreting 

the data and feedback collected in these first two days of action. 

The first week of testing in Barcelona ends tomorrow, with Antonio Giovinazzi in the 

cockpit. 

Beat Zehnder, Sporting Director: “Today was another valuable day testing the C39, a 
day in which we were able to cover good mileage without any issues. People may look 
at the times, but these are of little value right now: the main thing to focus on is the 
data we are collecting and listening to the drivers’ first reactions. Having two days of 
uninterrupted running, minus a red flag at the end of today, is where we want to be 
right now, but it’s still just the beginning of a very busy process of learning about the 
new car.” 
 
Kimi Räikkönen (car #7): “For my first testing day, it was an ok one. The important 
thing is that everything seems to be working well, with no major issues. The immediate 
feeling is pretty positive, but it’s still early days. There is still a long way to go but I 
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think we made a step forward compared to last year: who knows where this is going 

to take us, but so far so good.”  
 
 

Circuit: Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya / 4.655 km 

Driver: Kimi Räikkönen 

Weather: sunny and dry; air 6-19°C, track 6-26°C 

Chassis / engine: Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN C39-02 / Ferrari 

Laps: 134 laps, 623.77 km  

Fastest lap: 1:17.091 

 

Media information: 

All press content, images and videos from the first Barcelona test are available at the 

following link: https://bit.ly/2uNIAjL   

Media contact: 

press@sauber-group.com  

 

Will Ponissi, Senior Communications Manager, william.ponissi@sauber-group.com,  

+41 79 591 57 85 

About Sauber Group of Companies:  

The Sauber Group of Companies is composed of three entities – Sauber Motorsport AG, which 

operates the Formula One team – Sauber Engineering AG, which focuses on prototype 

development and additive manufacturing – and Sauber Aerodynamik AG, which conducts full- 

and model-scale testing in the factory’s state-of-the-art wind tunnel and creates ground-

breaking innovations in the field of aerodynamics. The companies collaborate closely to apply 

the expertise of more than 500 dedicated individuals at the headquarter in Hinwil, Switzerland, 

to all internal and external projects. Since its founding in 1970, the passion for racing has been 

at the heart of Sauber. 

For over 45 years, the innovative Swiss company has been setting standards in the design, 

development and construction of race cars for various championship series, such as Formula 

One, DTM, and WEC. Following its own Formula One debut in 1993, Sauber Motorsport AG has 

established one of the few traditional and privately held teams in the sport. After 25 years of 

competition in Formula One, the company launched a long-term partnership with Title Sponsor 

Alfa Romeo in 2018 and enters the 2020 championship under the Team name Alfa Romeo 

Racing ORLEN. 
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