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Press release 

2020 Pre-Season Testing – Week 1, Day 1 
Barcelona, 19th February 2020 – Robert Kubica and Antonio Giovinazzi shared the first 

day of on-track action as pre-season testing began at the Circuit de Barcelona-

Catalunya.  

The Pole took the newly-unveiled Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN C39 for its first laps in 

the morning session, before the familiar number #99 reappeared on the car after 

lunch. In total, the team covered 138 laps without issues, a positive return on a day in 

which getting mileage under the belt in our new machinery was the key objective. 

 

Xevi Pujolar, Head of Track Engineering: “The first days of testing are not specifically 
about finding performance, but understanding the new car and the way it behaves. Our 
programme was tailored to these aims and we can be satisfied with our first day of 
work. The car ran reliably and we were able to tick all the boxes in our list; we definitely 
hope it is a sign of things to come for the remainder of these two weeks.” 
 
Robert Kubica (car #88): “As you can imagine, it has been a very special day for the 
team and also for myself, having worked with Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN for the first 
time on the track. Driving a new car, the new baby of the team, always represents a lot 
of emotions, but having a productive day is what really mattered. I think the session 
was quite smooth for us, although there are still many things to be tested. in the end, 
though, it has been a good start.”  
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Antonio Giovinazzi (car #99): “I’m happy the start of this season was a positive one. 
The first feeling with the car is quite good and I can’t wait to be behind the wheel again. 
We mostly did long runs, so we still need to see how the car behaves with less fuel 
and a softer compound, but the important thing is that we had no issues at all. Let’s 
see how we continue in the next few days.”  
 
 

Circuit: Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya / 4.655 km 

Driver: Robert Kubica (AM); Antonio Giovinazzi (PM) 

Weather: sunny and dry; air 11-17°C, track 13-29°C 

Chassis / engine: Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN C39-02 / Ferrari 

Laps: 138 laps (59 KUB; 79 GIO), 642.39 km  

Fastest lap: 1:18.386 (KUB); 1:20.096 (GIO) 

 

 

Media information: 

All press content, images and videos from the first Barcelona test are available at the 

following link: https://bit.ly/2uNIAjL   

Media contact: 

press@sauber-group.com  

 

Will Ponissi, Senior Communications Manager, william.ponissi@sauber-group.com,  

+41 79 591 57 85 

About Sauber Group of Companies:  

The Sauber Group of Companies is composed of three entities – Sauber Motorsport AG, which 

operates the Formula One team – Sauber Engineering AG, which focuses on prototype 

development and additive manufacturing – and Sauber Aerodynamik AG, which conducts full- 

and model-scale testing in the factory’s state-of-the-art wind tunnel and creates ground-

breaking innovations in the field of aerodynamics. The companies collaborate closely to apply 

the expertise of more than 500 dedicated individuals at the headquarter in Hinwil, Switzerland, 

to all internal and external projects. Since its founding in 1970, the passion for racing has been 

at the heart of Sauber. 

 

For over 45 years, the innovative Swiss company has been setting standards in the design, 

development and construction of race cars for various championship series, such as Formula 

One, DTM, and WEC. Following its own Formula One debut in 1993, Sauber Motorsport AG has 

established one of the few traditional and privately held teams in the sport. After 25 years of 

competition in Formula One, the company launched a long-term partnership with Title Sponsor 

Alfa Romeo in 2018 and enters the 2020 championship under the Team name Alfa Romeo 

Racing ORLEN. 
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